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Do you want your sons and daughters to learn about sexuality from the streets? Do you want your youth to face life’s heavy challenges 

without preparation? Listen, the time when your young people will be ready to learn varies greatly, from one person to another. You 

must be always ready, keeping a loving hand on the pulse of their young and precious lives. Remember, let young people experience 

consequences, not punishments. If your daughter gets in trouble with credit-card debt, make sure she pays it back. Don’t you do it 

yourself! If your son gets a speeding ticket, make sure he takes the responsibility of dealing with the penalty! In this way, you allow 

them to truly feel adult responsibilities and you work yourself out of a job. Do you want to still be a parent of an irresponsible man 

when he hits 30? Parents need to be far more concerned with what their children are suffering than how they are behaving. If you know 

your sons and daughters at a deeper level, you will be less anxious about their behavior. And, in return, your children will feel your 

trust and love, and will desire to live up to your noble ideals. There are times when the consequence of a planned course of action could 

be lifechanging and irreversible. If such a state of affairs is impending, bring your priest and other trusted advisors into your son’s or 

daughter life to help you to orient the adolescent to the dangers lying ahead. For example, many young people unwisely choose to get 

tattoos and piercings of body parts. These are disfigurations of the body and are contrary to our Orthodox faith which teaches us to treat 

the body in a sacred manner. It can be very difficult, if not impossible, to reverse a tattoo, and the piercing of certain body parts, like 

the tongue, introduce infection and cause chronic physical illness. Parents are under an obligation to teach these truths to their children 

before they face this and other similar temptations. To summarize this point, try to find yourself saying in any discussion with youth, 

What do you think about? This invites collegial discussion and lends importance to their point of view. Adolescents are very sensitive 

about being rejected. Avoid saying things like, What a dumb idea! or, You need to. These statements diminish or even take away power 

from youth. That is a recipe for a loss of respect the biggest element of a young person’s self aspect. Try to keep the power in their 

hands, while you subtlety and lovingly guide and model the good path. 

Nowadays, young people lack a deep sense of connection with nature, the environment, and beauty, especially of quiet and solitude. 

Their lives, and ours, are so noisy. Try to provide for wholesome times together as a family in the beauty of nature and with no electronic 

noise. When you are together as a family, do not think only of what you like to do, but think of the developmental needs of your 

adolescent children. You are not done raising them yet. What and whom does your child love? What does he find humorous? What does 

she find troubling? It is true that troubled behavior is almost always a NORMAL process of dealing with an ABNORMAL circumstance. 

What pain and suffering is confronting your son or daughter? Focus on the deep stuff; forget and overlook the little stuff. Too often 

parents fight harsh battles with their children over things which do not matter, while they are completely ignorant of the huge issues 

which caused the bad behavior in the first place.  

How can parents expect their children to honor them, according to the holy commandment of Moses, if the parents do not do their part 
the greater part of raising them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Our children must learn to bear burdens, to suffer, to work, 
to experience the beauty and the crosses of life with strength of character. As parents, we can greatly help them on the way, or we can 
trip them up. If you have painted yourself into a corner with your maturing children, be a Christian and admit it. Language like this 
never hurt a parent-child relationship, dear daughter (name!), I am sorry. Children love their parents and need them far longer than we 
are aware of. Make these later years of their childhood sweet and rewarding. We can conclude with an invocation to the holy martyr 
Demetrios, who lived only a short time and suffered martyrdom while still a beardless youth. How fresh his holy memory is! Through 
his holy intercessions, may all our youths be saved, along with us! 

 

It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth. 

Lamentations 3:27. 

Let no one despise your youth. 

1 Timothy 4:12 

+ 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Our holy Mother Church teaches us and nourishes us spiritual children with the food of eternal life, even the flesh and blood of the Son of 

God Who loved us and gave Himself for us. All of us are children of God and little brethren of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Father adopted 

us in the Son through holy Baptism and constantly feeds us with the good things of Jerusalem, His sweet divine Grace. As those born again 

from the baptismal font and who live in Christ, we know the sweetness of spiritual youth, learning and growing. Even though our bodies 

grow old with age, our hearts and minds within 

become ever young in renewed faith, hope, and love. Truly in the holy Orthodox Church, in the company with the Mother of God and all 

the saints, we are ever growing, ever young. 

Our discussion here is about youth. The Church’s youth! Your sons and daughters who will one day “sooner than you realize! Become 

parents of yet another generation, God granting continuance to the race of men. But talk about our youth is meaningless unless we ourselves 

are also under the magnifying glass. So what can we learn, just as our youth are learning? It is easy to forget that the passage through 

adolescence for the child-becoming-adult is not only a challenge for the child, since he has never done it before; but it is also a challenge 

for the parents as well, for the same reason they, too, have not 

yet done this, at least for this child, ever before. What challenges do youth have before them? In addition to all the usual things; namely, 

learning how to make adult decisions, governing their bodily appetites and impulses, and discerning between good and evil, there are 

special problems today: social websites which project an inflated sense of self-importance, texting and talking on cell phones at all times, 

the ever-present electronic screen (TV, computer, smart phone) instead of the living human face, worldly philosophy about sex, drugs, 

sports, romance, fashion, even superficial religious pietism. What a welter of confusion our young people are exposed to! What can parents 

do? What can the Church do? A lot! Most importantly, when our young people leave home for college, or work, and so on, frequently they 

face temptations to lose restraint. Many times they stop going to church and have moral falls, sometimes of a very grievous nature. The 

reason for this is that we parents have failed to prepare them for life. Parents can be too severe and place their maturing children in a 

pressure cooker atmosphere. They count the days until they get out of it! There is also the problem of parental laxity; in the name of love, 

the parents can utterly fail to offer their children much needed guidance and active, loving involvement with their challenging problems. 

In this latter case, the parent mistakes love for license! Children want to know the boundaries; the issue is how to guide them respectfully 

and lovingly in identifying those boundaries. My talk is chiefly concerned with these problems and the answers we can take to heart to deal 

with them. 

First of all, you parents and your young people are not alone. You are in the Church, just as your children are. The Church offers a living 

atmosphere of godly, patient love, through the other faithful who are friends with much wisdom, as well as the spiritual father himself, the 

pastor-priest. Nothing is sweeter to young people than a community to which they belong, and a trusted spiritual father whom they call 

their own. It is true that all young people must of necessity learn to suffer like a Christian, bearing their crosses, just like all believers. But 

the encouragement of the holy Church provides the right climate for this cross-bearing which actually saves them. Everyone bears crosses; 

but in Christ, those crosses become transfiguring and a way to life. So, on the way with the cross, you parents can learn (if you are truly 

forever young) how to work with God in the salvation of your maturing children. 

Remember, adolescent human persons are at the stage of human development in which they must face the question: who am I? Identity 

issues are everything for a young person! This explains why the young man or woman experiments so much with his or her physical 

appearance, hair, face, clothing, and so on. As parents, we are wise to allow our youth to have room to experiment, and to provide a loving 

perspective for them in a climate of basic respect. We may like or dislike what they try on: weird clothes, dyed hair, certain odd kinds of 

facial make-up, and so on. Is it worth a battle of wills as to whether your young son or daughter is going off to school with purple dye in 

his hair or strange looking bangles on her wrist? As loving and patient parents, it is better to help our youth to see consequences which 

issue from certain courses of action they may be wanting to undertake. It was said about Archbishop Christodoulos, of blessed memory, 

the predecessor to the current presiding hierarch of the Church of Greece, that he welcomed back so many alienated youth by getting across 

the message, God does not care about your earrings; there is a place in the Church for you. He was voted the most popular man in Greece, 

just before he passed from this life. God Himself lets all of us experience consequences in the natural order of things. So it should be with 

our children: guidance with choices, not power struggles with a show-down! We parents should control our own anxieties and fears and 

not transfer them on to our children. Give them a little credit; the adolescent has a firm sense of fairness. If you can let him see the issues, 

he will usually make a good choice. Where choices are very serious, we plan ahead and help them by giving them information. For that, 

our young people need to benefit from a dialogue of love. Dialogue, not monologue. Remember, you have been preaching to your sons and 

daughters for 15 years or so! Now, listen to them! If you listen carefully, you will notice what is really going on inside. To listen effectively, 

you must arrange for activities with your youth which THEY enjoy, so that you can hear them open up to you. I know one father in the 

Pacific Northwest who wanted to listen to his son, but nothing worked. For example, after coming home from work, he said to his son, so 

how are you doing? The young man said, I don’t know. (You may laugh from experience, since this is so common a response among young 

people!) Then, he thought, my son loves the snow; I will take him for a day of skiing with me. The young man and his dad went skiing and 

later on during that day, actually on the way home, the son poured out his heart with all of his burdens. His father listened carefully and 

loved him; he said very little he only communicated by his love that he cared. The son made the right choice in the problems which beset 

him; the father’s wisdom had been there for years. He only needed to feel his dad’s love! Parents, do not be afraid of your child’s questions! 

Some questions may be hard for you, even embarrassing. But if you do not take them seriously, who will? 
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16 New 64 Needed

We Need a Total of 80 New Members 
to Reach Challenge Target

Take a form and
Pledge Now

St. Mary's Church
needs you.

Gentle reminder to our parish. 

This bulletin is being sponsored by members of our 
parish. Please take a moment and have a look at our 
advertisement section. There is a wide variety of 
services that we use daily. Discounts available and 
our church gets a percentage back.  Thank You. 

Please Mention that you are part of St. Mary’s Church 

 



V. Rev. Fr. Elias Ayoub | fathereliasayoub@hotmail.com |(647) 463.9333 | Deacon Elias Shomali 
Office: 905.766.1542 | www.saintmarysmississauga.com 

Vespers: Saturdays 5:00 pm | Matins: Sundays 9:00 am | Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:15 am 
Saint Mary's Antiochian Orthodox Church Mississauga | 280 Traders Blvd E, Mississauga, ON L4Z 1W7 

 

 :تقديم القرابين

 . والعائلة ويليم الحشوة عن صحة
 كر الحج والعائلة.عن صحة شا

 . كسندرا حدادجناز االربعينن للمرحومة أل

HOLY OBLATION OFFERED BY 

• William Al-Hashwa  and families.  

• Shaker el-Hajj. 

• 40 day memorial for the late Alexandra Haddad. 

A Reminder to all Parishioners to register with our 
ushers in order to offer the Holy Bread every Sunday. 
The Schedule for the whole year is outside in the hall. 
The Fee for this service is $50. Reserve your week 
in advance, signup sheet at the entrance. 
 

COLLECTIONS 

26 Oct-2019: $ 850 

If you wish to become a member, the Annual 

Membership Dues is a minimum $600 annually or 

preauthorized $50 per month. For more info please see 

father Elias Ayoub, Jose Maalouf (Council Member), or 

Massoud Kamel (Church Accountant). 
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If you wish to have your business listed, 
please contact: Mr. Jose Maalouf  

Cell: 416.528.9363 
Email: josemaalouf@gmail.com 

1 SQUARE = $400 /YEAR 
2 SQUARES = $700 /YEAR 
4 SQUARES = $1200/YEAR

If you wish to have your business listed, 
please contact: Mr. Jose Maalouf  

Cell: 416.528.9363 
Email: josemaalouf@gmail.com 

1 SQUARE = $400 /YEAR 
2 SQUARES = $700 /YEAR 

4 SQUARES = $1200 /YEAR

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BOARD MEMBERS 

President: Eddie Joubran 
V.President: Jean Sinanios 
Treasurer: Massoud Kamel 
Secretary: Elie Haddad 

Sunday November 3rd, 2019 

Mirna Chdid, RIB (Ont) 

Account Executive 

145 Traders Blvd. East, Unit4, Mississauga, ON L4Z 3L3 

Phone: 905 548 7676 

Cell: 416 317 4605 

Fax: 905 648 7399 

mchdid@stoneridgeinsurance.ca 

www.stoneridgeinsurance.ca 

A-1 CARPET 
UPHOLSTERY AND DUCT CLEANING 

CHARLES HADDAD,  

Certified Technician 

Cell: 416-822-1911 

Tel: 905-507-8923 

UP TO 15% Discount For Reservation Call:  

(416) 255-2211 

(905) 624-2424 

OFF REGULATED 

RATES* www.aeroporttaxx

i.com 
 ONLINEغغ

HVAC 

Air Conditioning 

Heating 

Installation 

Servicing & 

Replacement 

 

 

Certified TSSA #000313797 

Carlos Aybout 

(647) 863-5052 

info@thermosensesystems.com 

 

 

To List your business in this bulletin,  

please contact: Mr. Jose Maalouf Cell: 416.528.9363 
Email: josemaalouf@gmail.com 

Cheque Payable to St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church 

CHURCH COMMITTEES 

BUILDING COMMITTEE  | Elias Haddad  

CLEANING COMMITTEE | Haifa Ballan & Fadia Askander 

COMMUNICATION  COMMITTEE  | Jose Maalouf 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  | Mireille Maalouf 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE  | Georgette Zinaty 

MAINTENANCE COMMITTE E  | Ayed Ballan  

SISTERHOOD OF ANTIOCHIAN |  Haifa Ballan  

SPORTS & ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE  | TBA 

VISITATION COMMITTEE  | Massoud Kamel  

WELCOMING COMMITTEE  | John Sinainos 

YOUTH COMMITTEE  | D. Elias Shomali & F. Elias Ayoub 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATES FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL 

Elevator quotes are being requested at the moment. 
Visiting parish members will be starting soon.  

MEMBERS 

Ayed Ballan, Elias Babish, 
Georgette Zinaty, Jean Haddad, 
Jose Maalouf, Lamees Naifeh. 
Rima Bordcosh, and Tamer Aziz 

SERVICE 

www.joautoservice.ca 

WE DO SAFETY INSPECTION. 

JO AUTO 

Ask for Joe or Johnny 

Specializing in: American Japanese & European Vehicles 

3211 Wolfdale Rd. Unit # 3. 

Mississauga, ON, L5C 1V8 

(Wolfdale Rd. & West Lock 

Tel:         905-275-5858 

Joe:         416-835-2600 

Johnny:  647-889-8059 

BIBLE COMPETITION – PART 2 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2019 AT 7:00 PM In the 

church the competition will cover the period of Christmas. 

Reading: John 1: 1- 13, Matthew: 1 and 2Luke: 1 and 2 

 If you like to be a contestant, call Helen Nigme at: (416) 

550-7405 

PLEASE NOTE:  ONLY 6 CONTESTANTS ARE NEEDED. 

All are encouraged to attend, there will be questions and 

games for the audience as well. Read the bible and come 

prepared to join us for a fun and informative evening. 

 

   

 - الثاني الجزء- االنجيل في مسابقة
  

 الكنيسة في ، مساء   السابعة الساعة الثاني، تشرين ١٦ السبت
  

 الميالد فترة تشمل المسابقة
  

  القراءة :-
 ٢ و ١ لوقا, ٢ و ١ متى ,١٣ – ١: ١ يوحنا

  
 الرقم على نجمة بهيلين اتصل المشاركة، اردت اذا 

  (416) 550- 7405 
 فقط متبارين ستة الى بحاجة نحن: للتنويه 
 للمشاهدين مسابقات اٌيضا هناك وسيكون للمشاركة مدعو الجميع 
 االٌمسية هذه في وتشاركونا االنجيل من المطلوبة االصحاحات تقراٌوا ان نرجوا  
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